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secret retirements we often act ^ as if our conduct
were subject to human observation, ^ and we derive
no small complacency from the imaginary applauses
of an ideal spectator."
So far of the effects of the love of praise and dis-
tinction; and if, after enumerating some of these,
you should proceed to investigate its nature, " We
admit," it might be added, " that a hasty and mis-
judging world often misapplies commendations and
censures: and whilst we therefore confess, that the
praises of the discerning few arc alone truly valuable,
we acknowledge that it were better if mankind were
always to act from the sense of right and the love
of virtue, without reference to the opinions of their
fellow-creatures. We even allow, that, independently
of consequences, this were perhaps in itself a higher
strain of virtue; but it is a degree of purity which
it would be vain to expect from the bulk of mankind.
When the intrinsic excellence of this principle, how-
ever, is called in question, let it be remembered, that
in its higher degrees it was styled, by one who meant
rather to deti*act from its merits than to aggravate
them, * the infirmity of noble minds;' and surely,
that in such a soil it most naturally springs up, and
flourishes, is no small proof of its exalted origin and
generous nature.
" But were these more dubious, and were it no
more than a splendid error ; yet considering that it
works so often in the right direction, it were enough
to urge in its behalf, that it is a principle of real
action, and approved energy. That, as much as
practice is better than theory, and solid realities than
empty speculation, so much is it to be preferred for
general use before those higher principles of morals
which, however just and excellent in themselves, you
would in vain attempt to bring home to the ' business
and bosoms of manKind* at large. Reject not, then,

